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308 REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 

but the quotation is incorrect, and conveys a very different mean- 
ing from the original. A signature to this circular can have no 
weight in the present discussion, as the document is so worded 
that it calls for no definite information whatever in regard to the 
real date of publication of any one of the doubtful papers. In 
this respect, and in its inaccuracy, the circular resembles perfectly 
Prof. Cope's other publications which I have recently criticised. 



REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 

A Text-book op North American Ornithology. — Suitable 
manuals of zoology, treating of single classes of animals, have 
hitherto been desiderata in our zoological literature. The subject 
of the present brief notice — Dr. Elliott Coues' "Key to North 
American Birds"* — is a work unique in its conception, and the 
first of a kind one may well hope to see soon supplied for each 
class of our native animals, and especially for the several classes 
of the vertebrates. In these classes the number of species is small 
in comparison with the number of species of insects and of plants, 
and can be readily comprised in a volume of convenient size for a 
hand-book. Gray's admirable series of botanical text-books fur- 
nish guides to our flora that render accessible to the ordinary stu- 
dent and amateur a general knowledge of our plants, but until now 
we have had no similar handbook for any department of zoology. 

The character of Dr. Coues' work, so far as fidelity of treatment 
and scientific accuracy are concerned, is sufficiently endorsed by 
the high character of his various special memoirs and monographs, 
and his high standing as an original investigator. The value of 
his "Key" as a text-book of American ornithology may be re- 
garded as two-fold ; first, its clear exposition of the latest and most 
generally approved views of the subject treated, and, secondly, its 
scope and the arrangement of the subject matter itself. A general 
"Introduction" treats of the leading principles of ornithology, and 
describes in detail, aided by suitable illustrations, the external 

* Key to North American Birds, containing a concise account of every species of 
Living and Fossil Bird at present known from the Continent north of the Mexican and 
United States Boundary. Illustrated by 6 Steel Plates and upwards of 250 Woodcuts. 
By Elliott Coues, Assist. Surg. U.S. Army. Salem: Naturalists' Agency; New York, 
Dodd & Mead; Boston, Estes & Lauriat, 1872. 
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parts and organs of the bird, with full explanations of the techni- 
cal terms used in descriptive ornithology. This is followed by a 
" Key " or artificial analysis of the genera of North American 
birds, similar in plan to the artificial analytical tables employed in 
botanical manuals as a guide to the families of plants. The student 
being fitted to intelligently use the "Key," by a careful study of the 
"Introduction" which precedes it, the "Key" enables him without 
previous special acquaintance with the subject, to find the name of 
any species of bird occurring in North America, north of Mexico, 
he may chance to have. In the " Synopsis" which follows the 
"Key," and which forms the chief bulk of the volume, are given 
concise, admirably clear diagnoses of the species and varieties of 
our birds, with indications of their geographical range. The 
higher groups are also quite fully and satisfactorily characterized, 
including the exotic as well as the indigenous forms ; and the clas- 
sification adopted is probably the one most generally, approved by 
leading ornithologists. The diagnoses are illustrated by upwards 
of two hundred figures of such parts as are most useful in classi- 
fication. Following the general synopsis of the living forms, is a 
concise account of the fossil species, twenty-nine in number, which 
has the great merit not only of being the work of the highest au- 
thority on the subject, but of being the first and only general expo- 
sition of this department of American ornithology. 

While, perhaps, not above criticism in respect to occasional 
minor details, it is a work not only especially designed for stu- 
dents and amateur ornithologists, but one well calculated to meet 
the end in view, and as such entitles the author to the gratitude of 
all beginners and even somewhat advanced students of American 
ornithology. — J. A. A. 

BOTANY. 

A Blue Anagallis. — Dr. Gray recognizes the fact that Ana- 
gallis arvensis L., occurs sometimes not only with purple and even 
white flowers, but also with blue ones. Of course it is well known 
to restrict itself, usually, to a rather peculiar red. I have this sea- 
son found near my house a vigorous plant bearing flowers of most 
beautiful and decided blue, which is the first instance within my 
observation. I would like to know how common this form is, and 
whether it is not a singular characteristic that one species should 
thus exhibit two of the primary colors, as I remember no other 



